
Clue #1: In General, it was the 

beginning of the end; granted 

it took a while. 

 

 

 

Answer: Appomattox Manor 

 

Governor John West granted 

Captain Francis Eppes the 

1,700 acres of land that Appomattox Manor now stands on in 1635. The Manor and 

surrounding property stayed in the Eppes family until 1979, which made it the oldest 

unbroken family property holding in the nation. The Manor was first constructed in 

1763 with substantial additions over time. During the Revolutionary War, General 

Benedict Arnold marched his troops through City Point and Appomattox Manor en 

route to Petersburg, where Petersburg was captured. 

 

Appomattox Manor is well-known for its involvement in the Civil War. Early in the 

Civil War, on May 19, 1862, Union officers came ashore at City Point, and a battle 

ensued in which Appomattox Manor received damage from the shelling. Brigadier 

General Rufus Ingalls, who was the chief quartermaster for the Union, occupied 

Appomattox Manor. The quartermaster was responsible for providing transportation 

and housing for soldiers, as well as issuing uniforms and all equipment. On June 

15th
, 1864 Ulysses S Grant established his headquarters on the lawn of Appomattox 

Manor during the siege of Petersburg. Suddenly, Hopewell was home to over 100,000 

soldiers. President Abraham Lincoln also visited City Point twice, once after the initial 

attack on Petersburg, and then a two week stint during which Petersburg and 

Richmond fell to the Union. Many Confederate Prisoners of War were held at City 

Point during this time. Union soldiers stayed in City Point well after the war was over, 

with the final infantry being removed in November of 1867. 

 

During Reconstruction and throughout the 1900s, Appomattox Manor became the 

center of social events in City Point. They held annual neighborhood Christmas 

parties, annual barbeques, and weddings. The property was listed on the Virginia 

Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places in 1969. In 1976, an 

estimated twelve thousand people attended the Historic City Point Square and 

Waterfront festival that took place on the grounds of Appomattox Manor and the 

surrounding properties. In 1983, the City Point Unit of the Petersburg National 

Battlefield (as the property became titled) was opened to visitors for the first time 

since the 1960s. Appomattox Manor is now used as a historic house museum. For 

more information please contact the Petersburg National Battlefield at (804) 

732-3531. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was provided by the National Parks Service’s website and Old 

City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte 

Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 

   



Clue #2: Standing beside 

this river, with the 

vessels passing on 

wheels, you may be able 

to find this clue. It’s the 

only place in Hopewell 

where from a street, you 

can look through a 

residential conflagration 

of winter. 

 

 

 

Answer: 806 Appomattox 

Street  

 

Appomattox Street is the 

“river with vessels passing 

on wheels.” This structure 

features a window inside of the chimney, which is a unique 

architectural feature of the house. This house is used as a 

landmark for the Hopewell Fire Department when training 

firefighters on locations throughout the city. This structure was 

built in 1918, just two years after the City of Hopewell became an 

incorporated city.    



Clue #3: In view of the 

circle of time, prescriptions 

changing to wine. In the 

era of ubers, it’s still about 

goobers, just find the vessel 

on the sign. 

 

 

Appomattox River Peanut 

Company 

 

This building was originally 

home to Jones Woodworking 

Company, a complete home 

building service, also offering 

custom made millwork. In 1961, 

Beverly Partin (a former 

pharmacist at Central Drug 

Pharmacy) and Paul Roberts 

leased half of the Jones Woodworking Company building to open Circle View Pharmacy. 

Circle View Pharmacy featured a pharmacy department, a complete soda fountain with 

breakfast and sandwich service and other variety services. The Jones’ remodeled the building 

to better suit the pharmacy, adding air conditioning and a plate-glass window display.  

 

Circle View Pharmacy purchased the entire building in 

the late 1970s. In the late 1980s, the Sealys bought the 

business. In 2002, the Sealys closed Circle View 

Pharmacy and opened Appomattox River Peanut 

Company. Appomattox River Peanut Company is the only 

peanut processor in the area, offering over 31 different 

nut products. They also offer a large selection of 

imported and domestic wine and made-to-order gift 

baskets. Their peanut process is what makes their nuts 

really unique. They start by soaking the peanuts in 

extremely hot water for 15 minutes to enlarge the nut 

and seal the natural oils to enhance the flavor. Then, 

they roast their peanuts in small batches to further 

enhance the taste. Next, they drain the nuts for several 

minutes to mitigate a strong oil taste. Finally, they cool 

the nut very quickly in order to seal in the flavors and 

oils by forcing cool air across the nuts. Then the nuts are seasoned and packaged!  

 

Appomattox River Peanut Company is open Monday-Friday from 10:00am-5:30pm and 

Saturday from 10:00am-5:00pm. They can be reached via phone at (804) 458-4741. More 

information can be found on their website www.appomattoxpeanuts.com or on their 

Facebook page: Appomattox River Peanut Company. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.appomattoxpeanuts.com and the 

Hopewell News Archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library. 

 

http://www.appomattoxpeanuts.com/
http://www.appomattoxpeanuts.com/


Clue #4: At this location you 

could have waded through the 

past in a fraction of time or 

space. 

 

 

 

Answer: Three and ½ Street 

Playground  

 

This playground was built by 

DuPont in 1916, and featured a 

small pool and playground 

equipment. This site was mainly 

used by the children of B Village 

(which was a part of the housing 

facilities DuPont built for their employees). This site was also home to Hopewell’s first 

YMCA. In 1917, Prince George County purchased the frame YMCA building from the 

DuPont Corporation and established a high school. 

 

This playground was supervised by 

employees under a Works Progress 

Administration Recreation project 

in 1938. The playground had one 

thousand children enrolled and an 

average daily attendance of over 

400 boys and girls. The city 

dropped the WPA program in 

January 1939, and the park sat 

empty. 

 

The park was a popular spot for 

children from the 1910s-1970s. 

The city wide pool closed in 1968. This park is now part of the Hopewell Recreation 

and Parks System. For more information on the citywide park system, please visit 

www.hopewellrecandparks.com or call the Hopewell Community Center at (804) 

541-2353. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford of the Appomattox 

Regional Library System, and the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library System. 

 

http://www.hopewellrecandparks.com/


Clue 5: First, soldiers danced 

my floors, then kids graced 

my doors. If I wasn’t a Beacon 

for the town, I was close. 

 

 

 

Answer: Old USO Building 

 

The US Government purchased 

this triangular section of land 

on the corner of Main Street 

and Randolph Road in 1941 to 

erect the USO building. The 

Federal Government put out a proposal for USO sites, and Hopewell’s City Council 

recommended this site and the Three and a Half Street playground site. 

 

The building was dedicated on March 13, 1942. The dedication ceremony began with 

a military parade that was attended by thousands. Then Virginia Governor, Colgate 

Darden, presented at the dedication ceremony. The ceremony was broadcasted on 

Richmond radio station, WRVA. Hopewell was credited as being one of the first 

communities to open a USO Service club in the nation. 

 

The United Service Organizations (USO) is still the nation’s leading organization to 

serve the men & women in the US military, and their families throughout their time 

in uniform. These entities make up the USO: the Salvation Army, Young Men’s 

Christian Association, Young Women’s Christian Association, National Catholic 

Community Services, National Travelers Aid Association and the National Jewish 

Welfare Board. 

 

In the early 1940s, many community organizations met in this building, including 

the Hopewell Community Chest (later became the United Way of Hopewell), the 

Junior Woman’s Club, the American Legion, the VFW and local sororities & 

fraternities. Many community events were also held here, including the Junior 

Woman’s Club Christmas Ball which featured dancing from 10pm-1am and a 

midnight buffet. This building was also home to Kindergarten classes for the City of 

Hopewell.  

 

The USO moved out and the city took ownership of the building on January 15th
, 

1947. In April of 1947, the building reopened after an agreement was signed between 

the Community Building Committee and the Recreation and Parks Commission for 

the operation of the building. The City Recreation Department moved into the 

building and reopened the Kindergarten. The Recreation Department stayed in this 

building until they moved to their current building, located at 100 W City Point Road, 

in 1981. This building was demolished in the early 1980s. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.uso.org and the Hopewell News 

Archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System.  

   

http://www.uso.org/


Clue #6: In your passage 

for knowledge or culture 

from this spot, you may 

be distracted by a sign of 

affection.  

 

 

 

Answer: Hopewell 

Visitor’s Center’s LOVE 

artwork 

 

The Hopewell Visitor’s 

Center is home to the 

Hopewell/Prince George Chamber of Commerce and Tourism offices. The staff inside 

of the Visitor’s Center is there to help visitors plan their itinerary, identify local points 

of interest and places to stay, and provide statewide tourism information and area 

maps. You can think of them like a hotel concierge, giving visitors the best travel tips 

for the area. Next time you are hosting out-of-town guests, stop by the Visitor’s 

Center to get great ideas on what to do! For more information, please contact the 

Visitor’s Center at (804) 541-2461 or online at www.hpgchamber.org.  
 

One attraction at the Hopewell Visitor’s Center, is the LOVE sign located right 

outside. This sign was created in partnership with Virginia Tourism’s LOVEworks 

project. The LOVE sign here in Hopewell was created by local artists, and showcases 

some of our best assets. The L is constructed to look like pier pilings to represent the 

four marinas housed in the Hopewell/Prince George area. The O is a gear surrounded 

by corn to represent local industry and agri-business. The V represents the 

confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers, which is the very reason that 

Hopewell was founded. The E represents the American Flag to show our area’s strong 

military presence. There are more than 140 public LOVE artworks across the state of 

Virginia that aim to showcase that communities’ assets. For a map of all 140 public 

LOVE artworks, please visit www.virginia.org/love.  
 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.virginia.org and www.hpgchamber.org.  
   

http://www.hpgchamber.org/
http://www.virginia.org/love
http://www.virginia.org/
http://www.hpgchamber.org/


Clue #7: When Dusty sang “The 

Son of a Preacher Man” she was 

not thinking of this place. 

Instead it is likely that the prior 

owner was wishing that it was 

Ryan’s Hopewell to one day own 

it. 

 

 

 

Answer: West End Service 

Center 

 

West End Service Center has been 

serving Hopewell residents since 

before 1945, when the previous 

owners James and Shelby Durham took ownership at 110 South 15th
 Avenue. In the 

1940s and 1950s West End Service Center offered a variety of automotive needs, 

including: full service gas sales, oil changes, cooling systems and air conditioning 

services, tires, batteries, wrecker service, state inspections, brake work, tune-ups, 

front end alignments, suspension work and U-Haul truck and trailer rentals. In 

December of 1998, West End Service Center stopped offering gas services due to new 

regulations enforced by the Environmental Protection Agency. The Durham’s retired 

on April 27th
, 2000 after 44 years of service to the Hopewell community. Mr. 

Durham’s son Chris played recurring roles on several television shows, including 

Ryan’s Hope. 

 

After the Durham’s retired, the current owner David Roberts took over the business. 

His father, Alec Roberts, is a long time minister in Hopewell. Mr. Roberts had 14 

years of experience in the industry, and was working with Ford Motor Company when 

he decided to make the switch. West End Service Center is a full service car repair 

center that services US and Asian cars. They are a NAPA Auto Care Center and an 

ASE Certified Shop. Their technicians are highly trained with 30+ years of experience. 

West End strives to offer the best in parts and service and use only the best quality 

parts. They offer a clean and friendly atmosphere and strive to make you feel 

welcomed. They offer shuttle service within the Hopewell city limits and after hours 

drop offs. 

 

West End Service Center offers a variety of services, to include: complete computer 

diagnostics, complete safety analysis, drivability problems, tune-ups, oil changes, 

tires, brake repair, mufflers and exhaust systems, steering and suspensions, 

manufacturers maintenance, radiators, engines/transmissions and a/c services. 

West End Service Center is open Monday-Thursday from 7:30am-5:00pm and Friday 

from 7:30am-4:00pm. They can be reached via phone at (804) 458-9819 and more 

information can be found on their website: www.westendsc.com.  
 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.westendsc.com, www.yelp.com, and 

the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library. 

 

http://www.westendsc.com/
http://www.westendsc.com/
http://www.yelp.com/


Clue #8: It was spawned from 

a textile BOOM, and it, as 

well as the BOOM, will keep 

you awake. 

 

 

 

Answer: Guncotton Coffee 

and Gallery 

 

Guncotton Coffee and Gallery 

opened in Downtown Hopewell in 

2018, and is operated by a 

non-profit called Capital Area Partnership Uplifting People (CAPUP). CAPUP is dedicated 

to combating poverty and related issues in the capital region of Virginia through 

providing direct action and aid to individuals and families facing hardship. Guncotton 

Coffee and Gallery is a great partner to the Hopewell Department of Social Services’ 

Employment Services programs, by offering on the job training to Social Services 

participants. The coffee shop is open Monday-Friday from 6:30am-6:00pm and Saturday 

from 8:00am-6:00pm. Their menu offers a variety of coffee, espresso based beverages, 

tea, and in-house made Italian sodas. Verde is also housed inside of Guncotton, offering 

pastries, grab & go lunch items, smoothies and custom meals daily. Verde also offers 

full-service catering. Information about Guncotton Coffee and Verde can be found on 

their respective Facebook pages. Guncotton can be reached via phone at (804) 446-3334 

and Verde at (804) 571-0986. 

 

Guncotton got their name from the E.I. Du Pont de Nemours Company factory, located in 

Hopewell. This factory was the largest Guncotton plant in the world, producing over one 

a half billion pounds of guncotton to distribute during World War I. Guncotton is a highly 

flammable compound formed by nitrating cellulose through exposure to a powerful 

nitrating agent. It’s used as a propellant or low-order explosive. Du Pont purchased 800 

acres of Hopewell Farm (part of the Eppes estate) in 1912, after choosing Hopewell 

because of the excellent rail and deep-water transportation possibilities. Hopewell was 

chosen as the name for this plant at the request of the Eppes family to honor the ship 

Hopewell which brought over Captain Francis Eppes to City Point in 1613. After the war, 

guncotton sales plummeted and in 1919, Du Pont decided to sell their Hopewell plant. 

They advertised the sale all over the nation by naming Hopewell “America’s Greatest 

Industrial Opportunity.” Many companies found their home in Hopewell after Du Pont 

sold their plant, and Hopewell became known as the Chemical Capital of the World. 

 

The current building standing at 238 East Broadway Avenue was constructed in the 

1960s and formerly housed the Hopewell Furniture Company. The Hopewell Auction 

Company, which dates back to 1916 also had this address for a period of time. This 

building was awarded a $387,900 Industrial Revitalization Fund grant from the VA 

Department of Housing and Community Development in order to refurbish the old 

building into what it is today. This complete projected invested more than $1,000,000 in 

public and private funds into the rehabilitation of the building. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by: www.capup.org, Old City Point and 

Hopewell: The First 370 Years by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue 

Rayburn, and www.hopewelldowntown.com.  

http://www.capup.org/
http://www.hopewelldowntown.com/


Clue #9: A new place to 

eat, spelled a new way. 

It still tastes the same 

no matter what you call 

it. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Skrimp Shack 

 

Skrimp Shack opened in 

March of 2019 at 227 

East Broadway Avenue 

Hopewell, VA. The Skrimp 

Shack, Home of the FATTEST fish sandwich is a multi-location quick service, “eat in 

and/or take out” type of seafood restaurant. The owners are passionate about 

introducing their unique and flavorful casual seafood cuisine all over the East Coast. 

The Skrimp Shack will always combine great food with fantastic prices and 

exceptional customer service. The restaurant features all types of fish dinners, fish 

and chicken sandwiches, kid’s meals and delicious sides. Please visit their website at 

www.theskrimpshack.com for more information! 

 

227 East Broadway Avenue has been home to numerous businesses throughout 

Hopewell’s history. The first recording of the address in the Hopewell News, was in 

1932 with an advertisement for the Home Furniture Co. advertising “Buy in Hopewell 

with terms as low as $1.00 weekly.” Other businesses who have occupied this space 

include: Dalton’s Dependable Jewelries (1940s), Star Jewelry which later became Star 

Credit Jewelers and Clothiers (1950s & 1960s), Synthetic Federal Credit Union (from 

the 1980s-2000s), and most recently Bopper’s Malt Shop and Sweet Tooth Candy. 

Other uses for the building included: home to the Revival at the Church of God of 

Prophecy (1950s), Downtown Civil War Information Center (1960s), the Democratic 

Party Headquarters (1960s) and Santa’s Headquarters (1960s). 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.theskrimpshack.com and the Hopewell 

News Archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System.  

   

http://www.theskrimpshack.com/
http://www.theskrimpshack.com/


Clue #10: In 1918 my kids sold pencils 

to buy me a flag. I was nameless until 

1930 but am proud of the name I 

received. 1-11 together, often 

interrupted by trains and sirens. 

 

 

 

Answer: Old Carter G Woodson School 

Site 

 

Carter G Woodson was established in 1924 

as Hopewell’s Colored School. Harry Elmer 

James became Principal of the Hopewell 

Colored School in 1924, and recommended 

that the school’s name be changed to 

Carter G Woodson, after one of his 

childhood friends. Carter G Woodson was a 

youth from Buckingham County who was 

illiterate when he was 19 years old, but by 

the age of 28 had graduated from Harvard 

University with his Master’s degree. 

Woodson went on to become the second African American to receive his Doctorate 

degree from Harvard, and became the editor of The Negro in our History, a magazine 

published in Washington. Woodson was an educator and historian, and known as 

the Father of Black History Month.  

 

This was the original location of Carter G Woodson School. Carter G Woodson housed 

all of the school aged African American students in the city, and originally taught 

Kindergarten through 11th
 grade. The school only had 4 teachers when Principal 

James took over, so he taught grades 6-12 for several years. Harry E James 

Elementary School was named after Principal James in 1988. The playground at this 

location was completed in 1938 by workers who were administered by the Works 

Progress Administration. It was one of the only playgrounds in the city for African 

American children. 

 

In 1931, Carter G Woodson started to hold commencement exercises for the 

graduating students. In 1938, at their seventh commencement ceremony, six 

students received diplomas. In 1968, Carter G Woodson graduated its last all-African 

American class, and became integrated. Carter G Woodson School had three 

locations in 44 years, under the direction of two principals—Revered Harry E James, 

and Mr. Bernard F. Eppes. The original location was here, at 103 Hopewell Street. In 

1942, the school moved to 15 Terminal Street near the Davisville community. In 

1958, the school moved to its current location.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn and the 

Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Governor’s School. 



Clue #11: With the 

seeds of Hope 

springing eternally, 

this place has always 

been a chick magnet. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Heretick Feed 

and Seed 

 

Heretick Feed and Seed 

has been serving the 

city of Hopewell for over 

70 years, first opening 

in the 1940s. As 

technology has 

changed, so has the 

services provided by 

Heretick Feed and Seed. 

Lawn and garden 

equipment have 

replaced farm plows, 

and they now have a 

repair shop to care for 

lawn and garden equipment. Animals, such as chickens and bunnies, are available 

for purchase at Heretick’s. 

 

Heretick Feed & Seed has always been focused on helping the community. They’ve 

hosted numerous gardening how-to classes and tool expos to benefit community 

members since their opening. In the late 1990s, Heretick’s hosted an annual Lawn & 

Garden Expo at Weston Manor. Heretick would send invitations to industrial plants, 

colleges, local government officials and private landscaping specialists for the event. 

The expo showcased the newest gardening tools and equipment, with some items 

valued up to $14,000. Company representatives were onsite to teach attendees how 

to use the newest gardening tools & equipment. Lunch was prepared in Weston’s 

English kitchen and served to attendees courtesy of Heretick’s. 

 

Heretick Feed & Seed is Hopewell’s STIHL and Echo-US authorized dealer. They are 

open Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm and Saturday 8am-1pm. They can be reached via 

phone at (804) 458-9395. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library. 

 

   



Clue #12: Created by an 

Archer, who never drew a 

bow. Since 1939, no 

matter the weather, I 

have been a symbol of 

friendship by and of the 

citizens of Hopewell. 

 

 

 

Answer: Capt. Francis Eppes Making Friends with the Appomattox Indians 

1939, by Edmund Archer 

Hopewell, Virginia Post Office 

 

Unveiled in the Post Office lobby by Postmaster Henry Munt, on January 31st
 1939 

this mural still hangs over the Postmaster’s office door. This work of art was funded 

by the Treasury Department’s Section commissions. It was selected through an open 

anonymous competition conducted by the Section of Fine Arts, Federal Work Agency, 

and Public Building Administration. This program was like the Works Progress 

Administration, and was part of a government project aimed at providing work for 

Americans throughout the Great Depression. The main function of this project was to 

decorate public buildings in the form of murals to make art accessible to all people. 

 

Captain Francis Eppes Making Friends with the Appomattox Indians depicts Captain 

Francis Eppes shaking hands with the chief of the Appomattox Indians in a friendly, 

cooperative matter. In the background of the mural, you can see the ship Hopewell in 

which Captain Eppes arrived on, as well as Native Americans behind the chief. The 

story told by the mural paints a picture of a gentlemen’s agreement between the 

parties, hiding the tense intercultural relations between the early settlers and the 

Native Americans. 

  

Edmund A. Archer was born in Richmond, VA in 1904 and began studying under 

Adele Clark at the Virginia League of Fine Arts at the age of 8. Archer studied art 

history at the University of Virginia, but returned home in 1922 to continue studying 

under Adele Clark. Between 1922 & 1926, Archer studied art in New York, Paris and 

Italy. He later went on to open his own small arts studio and then later became the 

assistant curator at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York. Edmund 

Archer died in 1986 and is buried the Hollywood Cemetery. 

 

Captain Francis Eppes is thought to have been one of the earliest settlers to arrive in 

Hopewell. He was granted a patent on a vast tract of land on both sides of the 

Appomattox River for “his personal adventure.” His home occupied the land that is 

now Appomattox Manor.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by postalmuseum.si.edu and the Hopewell 

News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System. 

   



Clue #13: In Mexico it is 

Balche. In Brittany it is 

Chouchenn. In Hopewell, it is 

served here. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Haley’s Honey Meadery 

 

Haley’s Honey Meadery opened in 

November of 2018, as Hopewell’s 

first Meadery! Mead is alcohol 

made from honey, and in Haley’s 

Honey’s mead it’s always Virginia 

honey. Honey is fermented and 

aged anywhere from 3 months to 

a year to achieve the best quality. 

It’s then blended with fruits and 

herbs and aged again in order to 

give the mead flavor. Haley’s 

Honey is able to provide 5 different and unique flavors of mead at one time. They 

specialize in small batch quantities of 50 to 125 gallons in order to ensure the 

highest quality product possible. Haley’s Honey is family owned and operated, and 

only uses fresh and local products for their mead and menu. They are open Thursday 

4-8pm; Friday 4-9pm; Saturday 11am-9pm; and Sunday 1-5pm. Haley’s Honey 

Meadery offers almost nightly entertainment and events. Visit their website to learn 

more about their mead and to find out what’s happening at the Meadery: 

www.haleyshoneymeadery.com.  
 

235 East Broadway was home to Dr. Lebow’s first Optometrist Practice, starting in 

the 1950s. It has also housed numerous businesses, including: The Kiddie Shop 

(1940s), Fasion L Hopkins Watchmaker (1950s), Dolsey’s Clothing Store (1950’s), 

Sewing Machine Companies (1950s-1970s), Hick’s Locksmith and Small Appliance 

Repair (1970s), Pantry Pride (1980s), G & B Janitorial Supply (1990), Nellie’s 

Ceramics and Crafts (1990s), and Unusual Things Antique and Gift Store (1990s). It 

was recently purchased by Degratia Development LLC and revitalized into a four 

store-front building. Haley Honey’s Meadery occupies 235 & 237 East Broadway 

Avenue, Paddy’s Irish Pub occupies 239 East Broadway Avenue and Legacy Roasting 

Company occupies the back space of the building, at 325 Library Street. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.haleyshoneymeadery.com and the 

Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library. 

 

   

http://www.haleyshoneymeadery.com/
http://www.haleyshoneymeadery.com/


Clue #14: You can usually tell a 

stranger by how they order. Alex 

said slaw though he did not see it, 

but Roy saw it all the way. 

 

 

 

Answer: Hopewell Quick Lunch 

 

What exactly is the Hopewell Quick 

Lunch known for? “Many diners at 

Hopewell Va.’s Quick Lunch order 

their chili dogs topped with this 

cabbage & mayonnaise salad.” Not 

only for their hot dogs served “all the 

way,” but also for being featured with 

this question on Jeopardy in 2002! 

The Hopewell Quick Lunch has been 

in business since 1927, almost as long 

as Hopewell has been a city (1915)! 

Roy Houser owned the restaurant for 

many years. 

 

The Quick Lunch has been a Hopewell staple for almost 100 years, serving breakfast 

and dinner to Hopewell’s factory workers and residents. Quick Lunch is known for 

their southern cooking and hospitality! Some patrons even frequent the Quick Lunch 

for both breakfast and lunch Monday-Friday. This business has remained a 

supporter of the Hopewell community, as evidenced by the hundreds of pieces of 

Hopewell memorabilia that adorn the walls. 

 

“The Hotdog Queen,” Mary Sue Krout has owned the Quick Lunch since 2008, but 

has been a patron since her high school days in the early sixties. They sell hundreds 

of hotdogs a day, totaling almost 36,000 in 2018 alone! The Hopewell Quick Lunch 

serves homemade breakfast and lunch every day and is open 5:30am-2:00pm 

Monday-Saturday. Their daily specials include an Early Bird Breakfast special, Salt 

Herring on Saturdays, Salmon Cakes, Smothered Pork Chops, Chicken and 

Dumplings, Mama’s Meatloaf and more! For more information on the Hopewell Quick 

Lunch, please visit their Facebook page! 

 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by www.petersburgarea.org and 

www.facebook.com/Hopewell-Quick-Lunch-168279606519997/.  
   

http://www.petersburgarea.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Hopewell-Quick-Lunch-168279606519997/


Clue #15: We are blessed to have two, which hold three. One and a half 

centuries plus had just one covering the entire footprint. Make sure you find 

one of three. 

 

Answer: Marina, Riverwalk and Old City Point Waterfront Park 

There are two rivers and three main public points 

for river access: The City Marina, the Riverwalk at 

City Park, and the City Point Dock.  

 

The Hopewell City Marina is located at 1051 

Riverside Avenue in Hopewell. The marina was 

underwent a $2.5 million renovation in 2014, and 

offers great access to the James and Appomattox 

Rivers. This city-owned marina offers excellent 

facilities. This marina is home to the annual 

Rockin’ on the River series, hosted by Hopewell 

Recreation and Parks. This free concert series takes place on various Wednesday nights 

throughout the summer, with music starting at 7:00pm. For more information and a 

schedule of shows, please visit: www.hopewellrecandparks.com/rockin.  
 

The Hopewell Riverwalk and City Park are located at 

205 Appomattox Street in Hopewell. The newly opened 

Hopewell Riverwalk is a 1,700 foot elevated boardwalk 

that originates at City Park and follows the shoreline 

of the Appomattox River towards the Hopewell marina. 

The boardwalk is eight feet wide and features two 

prominent overlooks and railings along the walkway. 

The Riverwalk is pedestrian-only. The Riverwalk offers 

an opportunity for visitors to engage and enjoy nature 

and the city’s most valuable natural resources, its 

rivers. Phase II of the Hopewell Riverwalk will connect this existing portion to the Hopewell 

City Marina.  

 

The Old City Point Waterfront Park is located at 1199 

Pecan Avenue in Hopewell, VA. This boardwalk overlooks 

the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers, and 

is in close proximity to Appomattox Manor and is located 

in the Historic City Point district. This section of 

waterfront property has been the stage for many historic 

events in Hopewell. This area was first settled in the early 

1600s. City Point and this waterway erupted during the 

Civil War, serving as General Grant’s headquarters until 

after the war. City Point remained a bustling center of 

commerce through the 1920s serving as Hopewell’s main 

shopping and entertainment district. The City Point 

district was registered as a National Historic Landmark 

District in the 1970s. Old City Point Park has beautiful views of the river, and offers a trail 

that follows the shoreline as well as a large parking lot.  

 

*Information from the excerpt has been taken from Hopewell Recreation and Parks, and 

www.wikipedia.com.  

http://www.hopewellrecandparks.com/rockin
http://www.wikipedia.com/


Clue #16: If you do well here you will likely 

do well there as it takes many of the same 

skills. But be quick to egress as you only 

have 1/385th
 of the time. 

 

Answer: Room Esc. 

The newly opened Room Esc is Hopewell’s 

premiere escape room! Room Esc sets out to 

provide a premier escape room experience for 

those in search of adventure. Room Esc combines 

wit, fun, and reality to make for an escape room 

experience meant to be remembered. Whether a 

family night, birthday get-together or night out 

with friends, Room Esc aims to be the highlight of 

everyone’s day. Room Esc features two different 

adventures: The Collector and Elephant Shujaa! 

To explain the clue: you had 385 hours to 

complete this scavenger hunt, and only one hour 

to escape from either Escape Room! 

 

Dr. Cornelius Sullivan is a world renowned 

collector of priceless artifacts from all over the 

world. His latest addition to his collection is an 

ancient mask from the Amazon Rainforest valued 

at 4 million dollars. Your team’s job is simple. Break in, Steal the Artifact, Get Out, Don't 

Get Caught! This is the score of a lifetime! Will you be able to find the mask before the 

police show up? Is Dr. Sullivan just a simple collector? What else could be hidden in this 

first chapter of The Collector? 

 

Wapenzi na kuwakaribisha marafiki! Hello and welcome friends to the Tsavo Elephant 

Reserve here in beautiful Kenya! Thank you so much for coming on such short notice. I 

understand that you are the best investigators in the conservation business and we have 

a case for you that is of the utmost importance! You are about to enter a campsite where 

Ivory poachers have been operating. It looks like we just missed them but we need to find 

out where they are heading. Will you find where the poachers are before its too late? Will 

you save the beautiful elephants? 20% of all proceeds will help support the Tsavo Trust 

in Kenya and help prevent poaching of their protected Elephants! 

 

Room Esc is open Sunday-Thursday 2:30-10:00pm, and Friday-Saturday 

10:00am-11:00pm and is located at 244 East Broadway Avenue. You can book your 

room over the phone (757) 535-5936 or on their website: www.roomesc.org.  
 

244 East Broadway has been a myriad of businesses including: Beckwith’s Sport Shop 

(1940s), Harry’s Radio Shop, which later became Harry W Booz TV Repair (1940s & 

1950s), Mollock’s Clothing (1950’s-1970’s), The Village Gift Shoppe (1970s) and the 

Shepard’s Place (1980s-2000s).  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Room Esc’s Facebook page as well as the 

Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library.   

http://www.roomesc.org/


Clue #17: Contrary to the name 

they do not live here. If they did, 

we would likely rename it the Dry 

Dock, though the place is certainly 

not dry. 

 

 

 

Answer: The Boathouse at City 

Point 

 

Bringing waterfront dining back to 

Hopewell! This Boathouse at City 

Point, with a sweeping vista of the Appomattox and James rivers features high-end 

interior design elements, private dining for large groups, patio dining and an outdoor 

bar. The Boathouse at City Point offers a similar menu to other locations of The 

Boathouse, featuring coastal elements and a number of locally sourced ingredients. 

The restaurant is open daily for lunch and dinner. Some menu highlights include: 

raw and roasted oysters, crab cakes, shrimp and grits, seasonal fresh catch and filet 

mignon. The Boathouse at City Point also offers Sunday Brunch that features an 

omelet and a waffle bar with all-you-can-eat side dishes.  

 

The previous building on this site was constructed in 1964, and housed a couple of 

different restaurants, first being the Dolphin House. The Dolphin House was “a 

beautifully situated and enticingly different Seafood Restaurant.” Their dining room 

was encased in glass so that patrons could view the rivers during their entire meal. 

The Dolphin House specialized in seafood and beef. They also offered “businessmen's 

lunches” for 85 cents. In 1969, the Navigator’s Den moved into this location after the 

Dolphin House closed down. The Navigator’s Den also specialized in seafood, and 

offered an All-You-Can-Eat buffet for $10.95 in the late 1980s. The Navigator’s Den 

occupied this location from 1969 to the 1990s. In 1999, Captain’s Cove restaurant 

moved from their Riverside Drive property to this location. Captain’s Cove remained 

in this location until it abruptly closed in 2001. Since then the restaurant has sat 

vacant until The Boathouse renovation. 

 

The Boathouse at City Point is open Monday-Friday at 11:30am, happy hour and 

dinner service beginning at 3:00pm, Saturday at 11:00am with dinner service 

beginning at 3:00pm and Sunday at 10:00am with dinner service beginning at 

3:00pm. For more information about The Boathouse at City Point, please visit their 

website: www.boathouseva.com or give them a call at (804) 616-4222. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.boathouseva.com and The Hopewell 

News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library. 

   

http://www.boathouseva.com/
http://www.boathouseva.com/


Clue #18: I am older than my 

siblings; the Beacon and the Byrd. 

Our dad thought I was better suited 

as the people’s house. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: The Municipal Building 

 

The Charter for the city of Hopewell was 

granted by the Virginia General 

Assembly on February 26th
, 1916. This 

charter granted a temporary 

government consisting of an 

administrative board of five that was 

appointed by the Governor and $25,000 

to meet expenses until they could 

establish a regular government. The 

members of the first administrative 

board were: Richard Eppes, M.A. Finn, 

R.W. Boisseau, J.O. Faison and 

Plummer G. Bunting. The lines for the city were drawn, and excluded City Point, the 

DuPont Plant and the DuPont villages. 

 

The permanent city government started to function on July 1, 1916. Benjamin 

Harrison was mayor, David A Harrison, Jr. was Commonwealth’s Attorney, and city 

council consisted of: J. Bodow, J. Phillips, C. Camp, J. Luke and P. Bunting. Richard 

Eppes, M. Finn and J. Watkins were aldermen. 

 

City offices moved into the present Municipal Building in May of 1925. Previously, 

city offices and courts were in a building on the corner of East Broadway and 

Hopewell Street. The site for the present building was purchased from the Tubize 

Corporation, after City Council declined a donation from Miss Mary Eppes of 

Appomattox Manor for two sites that were owned by the Eppes family. This building 

was constructed by Miller Engineering Company for $46,500.  

 

An annex was built by Bogese, Incorporated in 1957 for $139,800. Once complete, 

the new wing housed the Maude Longhorne Nelson Public Library in addition to city 

departments. Currently, the municipal building houses the departments of: Finance, 

Code Enforcement & Development, Information Technology, Public Affairs, Economic 

Development, Human Resources, Police, and the offices of the: City Manager, City 

Clerk, City Attorney, Commissioner of Revenue, and Treasurer.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library, The Hopewell-Prince George Story written by Francis Earle 

Lutz and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, 

Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 



Clue #19: There was one then two, then 

one of two was gone, which was two, 

which left one. Where was the one? Don’t 

be a jerk if you cannot get this, there were 

plenty of them there in the past. 

 

 

Answer: George’s Number One Drug Store 

 

George’s Number One Drug Store was opened 

by Dr. Homer George in 1915. The original 

building was burned down in the December 

1915 fire and then rebuilt. George’s was known 

for good service and excellent soda fountains & 

lunch counters. You could also purchase gifts, 

candy, cosmetics, perfume, watches, small 

appliances and much more in addition to 

getting your prescription filled and a hearty 

lunch! 

 

In a 1926 advertisement in the Hopewell News, 

George’s Drug Store advertised a variety of 

goods at wholesale prices. Those prices 

included: Photo albums: $0.13-1.75, Traveling 

Cases: $2.50-13.50, Hand Bags: $1.90-11, 

Men’s wallets: $0.17-3.00, Pipes: $2.00-3.75, 

Children’s Games: $.017-2.25 and Children’s 

Books: $0.17-0.80. In 1940, George’s 

advertised frozen custard made fresh daily! In the 1970s, George’s advertised that you 

could receive a free fountain Pepsi while you waited for your prescriptions to be filled! 

 

George’s most famous tradition began in the late 1940s, Touchdown Sundaes. The Pet 

Ice Cream Company made up special ice cream in Hopewell High School Blue & Gold for 

these sundaes. If the Blue Devils won, the sundaes were discounted 25 cents the day 

after the game! And for every touchdown scored, the price went down a nickel. After 

George’s closed, many other businesses offered Touchdown Sundae specials, including 

most recently, the Hopewell Quick Lunch! 

 

Dr. George opened George’s Number Two in the Perry Building on the corner of Broadway 

and Main Street. When Dr. George passed away, Charles Hunter, E.W. Bell, Orin 

Williams and C.T. Marrow purchased the business. The Perry Building was razed in 

1973. George’s Number One closed its doors in 1982, after 67 years of service to the 

Hopewell community. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn, as well as 

the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System. 

   



Clue #20: Abbott, 

and possibly even 

Costello, would 

probably prefer 

the apparent 

erroneous name 

used rather than 

the colloquial. We 

sure thought the 

local name to be 

correct on our 

BMX’s. 

 

 

 

Answer: Union 

Fort (Also known 

as Fort Abbott) 

 

Known locally as the Lipty Dips because of the unique earthworks in this city park, 

Fort Abbott/Union Fort was a Civil War fort. Union Fort was part of a 10-fort defense 

system constructed by the Union army consisting of two lines of defense. The defense 

system was made up of an eight fort outer line of defense and a two fort inner line of 

defense. The inner line (containing Union Fort) came first, and then the outer line 

was built after a couple of incidents (including a Confederate torpedo explosion near 

City Point docks and the Beefsteak Raid) made the Union soldiers believe that the 

inner line wasn’t adequate. The outer line of defense stretched nearly four miles and 

enclosed General Grant’s entire headquarters and the supply area. The other forts in 

this defense system included: Fort Craig, Fort McKeen, Fort Lewis O Morris, Fort 

Merriam, Fort Gould and Fort Porter. 

 

Fort Abbott was built after General Grant captured Hopewell in June of 1864. It was 

built to secure the city and Appomattox Manor, which included General Grant’s 

headquarters, a large supply depot and a field hospital from Confederate gunboats 

that ventured down the Appomattox & James Rivers. Union Fort was covered with 

troops, tents and hospital tents during the Civil War. Even though this was a line of 

defense against the Confederate armies, this fort never saw any action.  

 

This fort was previously known as Fort Abbott, until historians discovered that Fort 

Abbott was actually the northernmost fort on the outer line of defense. Fort Abbott 

was named after Col. Henry L Abbot of the 1st
 Connecticut heavy artillery regiment. 

This fort then became known as Union Fort.  

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by www.waymarking.com and www.nps.gov.  

http://www.waymarking.com/
http://www.nps.gov/


Clue #21: In the round, on the ground, in 

downtown, nary a frown, coming back around. 

 

Answer: Amphitheater 

 

Stories involving this amphitheater behind the old 

Patrick Copeland School site date back to having May 

Day festivals in 1916. The Tubize Band, which was one 

of the first company groups to organize, may also have 

played here during the 1920s. This 24-member 

employee only band performed at banquets, 

dedications, parades and smokers. Thousands 

attended their Sunday evening concerts held in the City 

Park.  

 

In 1942, Charles W Smith, the acting 

Superintendent of Hopewell schools, 

authorized the construction of concrete 

steps at the amphitheater. This 

amphitheater held many school functions 

and events, including the annual May Day 

programs. In 1948, improvements were 

recommended for the amphitheater, 

including: the completion of landscaping 

plans that had begun under the WPA 

program, the construction of another flight of concrete steps for the amphitheater, a four foot 

retaining wall at the rear of the stage, and concrete steps at either side of the stage to lead to 

the audience space. 

 

In the 1950s, the Recreation Department’s children’s theatre group presented multiple shows 

in the amphitheater, accompanied by the Community Orchestra. The Community Orchestra 

would preface the children’s theatre shows. In July of 1953, the children’s theatre performed 

an adaptation of “Hansel and Gretel.”  

 

Probably one of the most famous plays that took place in the amphitheater was titled “Let 

Freedom Ring,” a historical drama about Hopewell’s history. It opened on July 4th
, 1957 for a 

two month run. The script was originally written in 1940 as a Virginia Writers Project of the 

Works Projects Administration. It was tabled until 1955 because of the onset of World War II. 

As cited from an April 1957 Hopewell News article, the play “is a fascinating story of people — 

people struggling to carve a colony out of the wilderness; people standing off hostile Indians 

as they built their homes; people struggling against Royal tyranny to obtain their freedom; 

people demanding and fighting for justice: people developing the resources of a new land to 

lay the foundation of the marvelous country we have today.” This play was created as part of 

the Jamestown Festival. This site was used into the early 1960s. Local legend says that you 

can still see parts of the amphitheater on the outskirts of City Park, if you know where to 

look. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox 

Regional Library System and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 Years written by 

Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 



Clue #22: In the 1590s I 

began to grow, in the 1990s I 

fell in a blow, if you looked 

for my roots where would you 

go? 

 

 

 

Answer: Pecan Tree at 1016 

Pecan Avenue 

 

The Pecan Tree that lived here 

around 1016 Pecan Avenue, 

was the Nation’s oldest pecan 

tree. According to legend, the 

tree was placed in a well by a 

slave in 1666 and began to 

grow roots here. The tree blew 

over in a storm on June 30, 

1991. It was more than 325 

years old at the time of the 

storm. Many local families have 

pictures with this infamous 

tree, as you can see here. 

 

When the tree blew over, it took 

out part of the house that now 

stands at 1016 Pecan Avenue. This offered a look into the construction of the house, 

which was either pre-1900 or the early 1900s. The house was constructed with 

wooden pegs instead of nails, because they were hard to come by at that time. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian, with 

the Appomattox Regional Library System.    



Clue #23: Far or near, for 65 years, 

things become clear. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Dr. Lebow’s Office 

Dr. Stanley Lebow began his practice in 

Hopewell in 1954 after earning his Doctor 

of Optometry degree from Northern Illinois 

College of Optometry. Dr. Lebow was born 

in New York City and joined the US Navy 

when World War II began. Dr. Lebow was 

very involved in the Hopewell community, 

serving on the Hopewell Jaycees, the 

Hopewell Lions Club and Craftsman Club 

AF&AM. He was a founding member of the 

American Diabetes Association tri-cities 

chapter and recognized as an outstanding 

Boy Scout volunteer. 

 

Dr. Lebow chaired the Lion’s Club Eye Conservation Committee, and in 1954 began 

eye clinics at Hopewell schools. The Lion’s Club purchased an Ophthalmic Tele 

binocular, which helped to cut down on the time to see each student at these school 

eye clinics. Dr. Lebow trained school officials to administer the eye exams on 

students.  

 

Dr. Lebow worked closely with the Lion’s Club of Hopewell to make sure that their 

Eye Glasses Drives were successful. The Lion’s Club collected hundreds of used 

eyeglasses each year to donate to the Old Dominion Eye Bank. The glasses were 

refurbished and sent to under-privileged populations around the World.  

 

Dr. Lebow originally opened his practice at 235 East Broadway Avenue, where 

Haley’s Honey Meadery is now located. He later moved to his current storefront, 

located at 221 East Broadway Avenue. Dr. Stanley Lebow’s son Dr. Joseph Lebow 

joined the practice in 1987 and in 1989, they opened a Richmond location.  

 

Today, Dr. Joseph Lebow, Dr. Adam Herold and Dr. Ryan Cook are the practicing 

Optometrists at the Hopewell location. Their entire staff is committed to ensuring the 

comfort and satisfaction of each and every patient. They will do their best to 

accommodate your busy schedule by finding appointment times that meet your 

needs. They offer several eye care services, including: eye exams, vision testing, 

testing for eye diseases, and contact lenses. They are open Monday-Friday from 

9am-5pm at the Hopewell location and can be reached via phone (804) 458-5819.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.leboweye.com and the Hopewell News 

archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System. 

http://www.leboweye.com/


Clue #24: A place of exchange with a common Hopewell name from one who was 

a direct descendant of a local princess and he was also a prominent elected 

official above the local level. Their reputation comes in all forms including the 

round type. 

 

 

 

Answer: 

Randolph Market 

 

 

Randolph Market 

was opened in 

1941 by Marvin C 

Neal, Sr. in a very 

small building on 

the corner of 

Randolph Road (Route 10) and North 6th
 Avenue. The store was named after John 

Randolph, who was a descendant of Pocahontas (a local Princess). John Randolph 

was a member of the Virginia General Assembly. Randolph Market began as a small 

convenience store, and has since grown into the neighborhood grocery store we know 

today. Marvin Neal began working at the Central Public Market here in Hopewell in 

1937. A few years later he decided to open his own grocery store, Randolph Market. 

 

Because Randolph Market was (and still is!) a staple in the Hopewell community, 

they have expanded multiple times since their inception in 1941. In 1945, Randolph 

Market moved to 400 North 6th
 Avenue. In 1965, they doubled their size and moved 

to the present location, at 300 North 6th
 Avenue. In 1988, they again doubled their 

size by adding onto the existing building.  

 

Current owner, Mr. Chris Neal is a third generation owner of the business. Randolph 

Market prides themselves on offering the freshest produce and finest meat in the 

tri-cities. Seasonally, some of their produce comes hyper-locally from farmers in 

Central Virginia. They are one of the only Certified Angus beef retailers around. They 

also support other local, small businesses. You can find products from Haley’s 

Honey, Burnette’s Baked Goods, Legacy Roasting Company and other small, tri-cities 

businesses on their shelves. Randolph Market also has one of the largest inventories 

of craft beer in Hopewell, offering brews from breweries throughout the country.  

 

Randolph Market is open Monday-Friday from 7am-8pm, Saturday from 7am-7pm 

and Sunday 8am-6pm. They can be reached via phone at (804) 458-8543. You can 

also visit them on the web at www.randolphmarket.com or on Facebook to view their 

weekly specials. 

 

*Information for the excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library System. 

 

 

   

http://www.randolphmarket.com/


Clue #25: Although he 

was Private, and 

certainly not the last 

of the Mohicans, 

Kankapot can be 

found here. 

 

 

 

Answer: City Point 

National Cemetery 

 

This cemetery houses 

6,800 graves dated 

back to the Civil War. Unlike cemeteries from this era, many of the soldiers and 

family members buried here are known. A lot of the soldiers came from the seven 

hospitals located in City Point during the Civil War. These hospitals administered 

most of the care for the injured and mortally wounded. The biggest hospital in City 

Point during the Civil War, was the Depot General Hospital, which stood where John 

Randolph Hospital now stands. This two hundred acre hospital was capable of having 

six thousand patients and treated ten thousand soldiers during the summer of 1864. 

Over the course of the Civil War, 110 tents and/or buildings were constructed over 

the 200 acres to provide adequate medical help and amenities to wounded soldiers. 

The railroad company created a track to the hospital to enable quick transport of 

wounded soldiers from the front lines.  

 

Levi Kankapot was a Monhican Indian descendent who served in the New York Heavy 

Artillery. He was killed in the Siege of Petersburg on June 16th, 1864. He is one of 

the known soldiers buried here. 

 

This cemetery is located on land that originally belonged to the Cawsons, and is the 

birthplace of John Randolph of Roanoke. John Randolph was a Congressmen and 

member of the House of Representatives from 1799 to 1830.  

 

The City Point National Cemetery was established by the Federal Government in 

1866 as the need rose for a centralized cemetery in the area. Many soldiers of the 

Civil War were buried in cemeteries nearby, including another City Point cemetery, 

Point of Rocks cemetery and Harrison’s Landing cemetery and reinterned here. The 

Army of the James Monument stands in this cemetery. This monument is a 20-foot 

high marble memorial for the fallen Union soldiers from the Army of the James. 

Major General Benjamin F. Butler directed the monuments construction in 1864. The 

cemetery also features a superintendent’s lodge, built in 1928. This cemetery was 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1995. 

 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.nps.gov, www.hollywoodcemetery.org 

and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, 

Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 

 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.hollywoodcemetery.org/


Clue #26: Not far from a drive, 

but in days gone by it was 

always a big Deal when they 

were there. It was easy to soak 

it up cloudy or fair. The nights 

were always good, even after 

the Bill. 

 

 

 

Answer: Crystal Lake 

Crystal Lake was built by a 

private developer for use as a 

public swimming hole over 70 

years ago. The park was used as a 

community gathering place in its early years. The park consisted of a pool, a dance hall, 

a refreshment building and places to hold community events. In 1950, City Council 

debated purchasing the park from Edith Jernigan, but refrained. In the early 1970s the 

park was again in front of City Council, but this time a citizen wanted to rezone the land 

adjacent to the park to put residential apartments. The land did get rezoned in 1971 to 

allow for residential buildings. 

 

Many community members fondly remember the old swimming hole as the place to be 

during the summers. Many community events were held here, including Girl Scout Day 

Camps, church dinners, community organization functions and concerts in the dance 

hall. Bill Deal often played at the pavilion at Crystal Lake.  

 

The site was purchased by the city in the early 1990s in hopes to jumpstart the city’s 

plan to upgrade city parks and recreational facilities. City Council designated a Crystal 

Lake Commission to help with the design of the new park. This committee visited over 

half a dozen parks to get ideas for the new park. They wanted a facility large enough to 

hold large family gatherings, church groups and weddings.  

 

Phase I of the park was completed in 1998, with the creation of the lake, the fishing 

dock, the footbridge and the walking trail. Phase II consisted of a vehicle bridge and 

parking lot. Phase III included building pavilions for a total capacity of 150. Phase III was 

completed in 2000, with Mayor Curtis Harris presiding over the ribbon cutting. After the 

completion of Phase III, two more phases were announced. Phase IV included a volleyball 

court, play equipment and a horseshoe pit. Phase V included three smaller shelters. 

 

Currently, Crystal Lake offers two pavilions, paved walking trails, a small fishing pond 

and pier, a children’s playground area, restrooms, and off-street parking. The large 

pavilion is suitable for parties of 100 or more, and the medium pavilion can 

accommodate parties of up to 35 persons. Pavilions may be rented up to one year in 

advance of the event date. Rentals must be completed in person at the Hopewell 

Community Center, located at 100 W City Point Road. City of Hopewell residents receive 

discounted rental rates for all pavilion rentals. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library System.  



Clue #27: Blackbeard would have felt 

entitled and right at home with anchorage 

here in the inlet where the restaurant 

carrying his label stood. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Captain’s Cove 

 

This site was first home to Harbor Light 

Seafood Restaurant from the 1970s-1980s. 

This restaurant offered a wide selection of 

seafood specialties as well as steaks & 

cocktails. The restaurant was open daily 

from 5-10pm, except for Tuesdays. In 1970, 

their Wednesday Seafood Platter Special 

consisted of: oysters, shrimp, scallops, filet 

of flounder and a crab cake with coleslaw, 

fries, rolls and beverage all for $2.49! In 1984, Harbor Light moved to Chester, and 

Harbor House restaurant occupied this space for a couple of years. This site was also 

home to the Navigator’s Den before they moved to their location on the other side of 

the marina. 

 

From the late 1980s- the late 1990s, this site was the home to Captain’s Cove 

restaurant, “featuring the best in seafood & steak.” Captain’s Cove offered waterfront 

dining overlooking the confluence of the Appomattox and James Rivers. Patrons of 

Captain’s Cove restaurant could expect “good food in a friendly atmosphere with a 

view that adds to the enjoyment.” Captain’s Cove was open every day, and offered 

daily luncheon specials and dining for large groups and parties. 

 

Captain’s Cove was the homeport of the Sunset Cruise shrimp boat. The Sunset 

Cruise was offered each Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Wednesday & Friday 

cruises were two-hour dinner cruises that featured a buffet of shrimp, corn on the 

cob, hush puppies, salads and beverages. Captain’s Cove was also the official caterer 

for the Pocahontas II cruise boat in the early 1990s that was docked at the Hopewell 

City Marina. This cruise boat offered public breakfasts, dinner cruises and 

sightseeing excursions during the spring and summer months. In the winter the boat 

was used for private party charters. The building was demolished in 1998-1999. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian with the 

Appomattox Regional Library System, the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library System. 

   



Clue #28: If you are 

not sure if you are in 

the right place to 

solve this clue, you 

need to believe. 

“Take the first step 

in faith. You don’t 

have to see the whole 

staircase, just take 

the first step.” 

 

 

 

Answer: MLK Bust 

 

Reverend Curtis Harris 

commissioned Paul 

DiPasquale to work 

with the Martin Luther 

King Foundation of Hopewell to design and produce this monument to Dr. King. 

Reverend Harris wanted to honor Dr. Martin Luther King’s historic visit to Hopewell 

in 1962. Dr. King visited the Hopewell court on March 28, 1962 to address the 

defendants convicted in the city’s last sit-in trespass trial. He returned the next day 

to support Reverend Curtis W Harris at his contempt of court trial. “Injustice 

anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” stated Dr. King. 

 

DiPasquale worked with the committee to establish the design to fit the site and 

budget. He began work on the full scale clay model in 2003. DiPaquale added folded 

arms with a pen in Dr. King’s right hand, with “the pen is mightier than the sword” 

inscribed.  

 

The bust of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was dedicated on April 4, 2004.  The 

sculpture commemorates his appearances in the city of Hopewell as a defender of the 

Civil Rights in America. Martin Luther King III attended the ceremony, and stated “of 

the very many [statutes constructed], this is one of the very few which actually look 

like my father. I am very pleased with his presence in this likeness.” 

 

In 2007, the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Foundation Inc. sponsored a “A Legacy 

of Hope” program, where activists remembered the past and offered encouragement 

for the future. Donald McEachin donated a granite bench to commemorate the 

program that was placed in Ashford Civic Plaza. 

 

The quote in the clue was attributed to Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Murals, Monuments and Statues of Hopewell, 

Virginia written by the City of Hopewell, Making the American Dream Work written by 

Lauranett L Lee, and www.pauldipasquale.info. 
   

http://www.pauldipasquale.info/


Clue #29: If you 

learned to play 

there and became a 

wizard of the game, 

Wooden you win 

seven in a row or 

ten total. 

 

 

 

Answer: Westwood 

Park 

 

John Wooden 

coached the UCLA 

Bruins Men’s 

Basketball team, 

which won many 

National 

Championships, even 

seven in a row! He 

was referred to as the 

Wizard of Westwood. 

Westwood is where 

UCLA’s basketball arena is location. 

 

Our Westwood Park was named for the Westwood Subdivision, and was annexed into 

Hopewell in 1951. The playground was a WPA project in 1949. The plans for the park 

included: playground equipment, softball diamond, blacktop tennis and basketball 

courts. This park is and was known locally as Bogese Park.  

 

The park came under the city’s Recreation and Parks department in 1952, and was 

under the supervision of Mrs. Verna Blanton. The new playground was frequented by 

children from the Westwood Park, Buren Gardens, Shenandoah and Broadway Crest 

subdivisions.  

 

In 1952, this park was part of the playground program, which was a summer 

program for youth over the age of 12. Each week, activities were organized around 

different themes, including Family Week, Nature Week, and Neighbor Week. There 

were also arts and crafts and swimming classes held each week for the children. The 

children who attended the program at Westwood Park had their swimming classes at 

the City Point Pool.  
 
*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, and from The Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library. 
 

   



Clue #30: Built in ’39, burned 

down in ’45. Rebuilt by ’48 

and annexed in ’52. 

Integrated in ’71 and 

replaced by ’93. But kids still 

visit me almost every day. 

 

Answer: Arlington 

School/Arlington Park 

The construction on Arlington 

Heights School began in 1938, and 

was completed in 1940. The 

school was built with monies 

made available under the Federal 

Emergency Relief Administration, 

which was created under the 

Federal Emergency Relief Act in 

1933. FERA gave states and 

localities $3.1 billion (roughly $55.4 billion in today’s value) and provided work for over 20 

million people. These jobs developed facilities on public lands across the country. This act 

was replaced by the Works Progress Administration in 1935. 

 

The first building was a frame structure that was the largest school for African-American 

children in Prince George County, housing 200 students. The building was destroyed by a 

fire in 1945. At this time, Miss Mary Henson was principal of Arlington School. Miss Henson 

moved classes into a church and other temporary classrooms until another building was 

constructed in 1947. 

 

In 1950, City Council purchased Arlington School and Woodlawn School from Prince George 

County for $265,000. They also approved the addition of two acres of land to allow for 

expansion. In 1953, the school underwent a $120,000 improvement program. 

 

In 1966, the Hopewell School System became integrated and students were divided amongst 

Woodlawn and Arlington schools. Arlington School housed kindergarten, First Grade and 

Special Education students from their former district as well as Woodlawn’s former district. 

 

In 1975, a fire again destroyed the school right after a $94,000 renovation had just been 

completed. The school was repaired and reopened after the fire. In 1988 the school was 

officially renamed Harry E James Elementary. This school remained in operation until the 

new Harry E James facility was built in 1993. The building was demolished in 1993. 

 

The vacant land was turned into a playground as part of a residential housing development 

deal. The playground eventually became part of the Hopewell Recreation and Parks park 

system. In 2018, Hopewell Recreation and Parks initiated a $150,000 renovation to improve 

the facilities. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, Hopewell Recreation and Parks, the Hopewell News archives 

sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library, and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 

370 Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 



Clue #31: Getting down to 

the nuts and bolts of this 

place he was the Don of his 

field. You cannot survive 64 

years of life without having 

the tools and products 

needed. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: McKay’s Hardware 

 

Don McKay’s Hardware 

opened in 1957 at 104 W 

Broadway Avenue. They 

operated here until 1962, 

when they moved to their 

current location on 15th 
Avenue. McKay’s Hardware is 

still owned and operated by 

the McKay family. 

 

Patrick and Kathleen “Kathy” 

Mathews, a sister and brother 

duo worked at McKay’s Hardware during the mid-1980s while also hosting 

On-Screen. On-Screen was a five-minute show that aired on channel 2 on the 

Hopewell-Prince George Cable TV System. The Mathews volunteered to run the 

interview and entertainment news program. Some of the celebrities interviewed for 

the show, include: Steve Bond and Sherlyn Wolters of “General Hospital,” Terry 

Lester of “The Young and the Restless,” Susan Lucci of “All My Children” and Gregg 

Marx of “As the World Turns.” 

 

McKay’s hardware is a TrueValue certified retailer, offering everything you need for 

home improvement, and a selection of materials for automobile repair, pet supplies, 

and lawn and garden tools. They also offer a lock rekeying service, blade sharpening, 

paint matching, glass cutting, key cutting, propane exchange, special ordering and 

UPS shipping. McKay’s Hardware is open Monday-Friday from 8:00am-5:30pm and 

Saturdays from 8:00am-5:00pm. They can be reached via phone at (804) 458-3241.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, from the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library, and ww3.truevalue.com/mckays/ 

 

 

   



Clue #32: His Immortality came from 

Flamel, but his local fame was Fostered 

by his German. His truck chase scene 

destroyed the post holding the QR clue. 

 

 

 

Answer: Daniel Radcliff’s Scene at the 

Courts Building  

 

Nicolas Flamel was a character from the 

Harry Potter series who created the 

Philosopher’s/Sorcerer’s Stone, which was 

used to create an Immortality potion. 

Daniel Radcliffe played Harry Potter in all 

eight Harry Potter movies. Later Michael 

German, a retired FBI agent, wrote a book 

about an undercover experience he had 

while serving in the FBI. The movie 

Imperium was based on this book and the 

lead role of the undercover agent was 

played by Daniel Radcliff.  

 

The movie was supposed to be shot in 

Richmond, but they needed to film during 

the time of the UCI Road World 

Championships. The film crew moved south, and found Hopewell. The majority of the 

movie was filmed in Hopewell, at places like: K&L Barbecue, the Anchor Room, a 

house in Mansion Hills, the apartment above Lisa’s Cafe, the Ashford Civic Plaza and 

the Beacon Theatre. One scene shows Radcliffe racing away from a rally in a pickup 

truck and wrecking. This scene took place right in front of the Hopewell Court’s 

building, and his truck took out the street sign where the QR code for this clue was 

found. 

 

The red carpet premiere of the movie happened at the Beacon Theatre on August 

17th, 2016. The premiere was for cast, crew and invited guests only. Unfortunately 

Daniel Radcliffe didn’t attend the premiere, but Director Daniel Ragussis was 

present. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Charles Dane, Hopewell Assistant 

City Manager, and ‘Imperium’ the Daniel Radcliffe Hopewell-filmed movie premieres in 

Hopewell on Wednesday published in the Richmond Times Dispatch on August 15th, 

2016. 

 



Clue #33: Likely not the place for 

a Valentine’s Dinner, but it is a 

Valentine’s Diner. 

 

 

 

Answer: Pasta Diner – Valentines 

Diner 

 

Valentine Diners were created by 

Arthur Valentine, an Illinois-born 

man who moved to Wichita, Kansas 

in 1914. After a career in car sales, 

Valentine and his wife opened a 

restaurant in the small town of 

Hazelton, Kansas in the 1930s. 

They were very successful in this 

venture, and created a chain of 

restaurants that became known as 

the Valentine Lunch System. The 

Ablah Hotel Supply Company, a 

company that built small, portable 

lunchrooms, provided at least one portable building for Valentine’s chain in 

Hutchinson, Kansas. Valentine began to work as a salesman for the Ablah Company, 

and by the end of the 1930s had taken over the company after previous management 

retired. However, Valentine Manufacturing Company did not formally incorporate 

until 1947, after World War II. 

 

Valentine’s Diners can be recognized by their small, square-sided shapes. These 

diners were made to be easily transported on flatbed trucks. Inside, stools were 

placed around a counter and there were not typically booths. It is cited in the Wichita 

Eagle that Valentine had shipped diners out to 38 states. There are five other 

Valentines Diners left in Virginia in addition to the one located here at 220 East City 

Point Road: The Little Chef Diner in Danville, Walker’s Diner in Farmville, 

Portsmouth White Tower in Portsmouth, Richmond White Tower #5 in Richmond, 

and The Little Chef in Roanoke.  

 

The diner located here at 220 East City Point was originally the Little Chef Diner. It 

was also: N & M Diner, Stone’s Diner, and Blake’s Diner. Pasta Diner now currently 

occupies the space. The original owner was Fred Tiller, who was presented with a 

golden frying pan by his customers when he retired. This diner has been moved 

several times during its life.  

 

Pasta Diner is open Monday-Saturday from 5:30am-6:00pm, serving a variety of 

Italian, American and Mexican dishes. Pasta Diner offers nightly specials, including 

spaghetti, fish tacos, stuffed shells, manicotti and homemade lasagna. You can find 

more information about Pasta Diner on Facebook by searching “Pasta Diner.” 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by www.kshs.org. 

http://www.kshs.org/


Clue #34: 

50+03+49+17+51=5. This 

is the hallowed ground of 

these seasonal pursuits. 

 

Answer: Merner Field 

Hopewell High School 

Stadium, later known as 

Merner Field, was built in 

the 1930s and can hold as 

many as 10,000 fans. Five 

state champion football 

teams played in this 

stadium, including: the 

1949, 1950, 1951, 2003 and 

2017 Hopewell High School 

Blue Devil football teams.  

 

Merner Field was named 

after Coach William L “Bill” 

Merner who coached the HHS Football team from 1946-1958. Under his direction, the 

team won three state championship titles (1949, 1950 & 1951) and three additional 

district champion titles (1953, 1955 & 1957). Merner was a member of the 1932 state 

champion football team while he was a student at HHS. The Blue Devils scored 26,650 

points under the direction of Coach Merner in 99 games while opponents only scored 

945. William Merner was born in 1915 in North Carolina, and moved to Hopewell soon 

after with his family. He passed away from a heart attack in 1965. The 1959 senior class 

dedicated the 1959 Kaleidoscope yearbook to Coach Merner for his dedication to the 

school’s football team. Hopewell High School Stadium was dedicated in remembrance of 

Coach Merner in the fall of 1965, and has been known as Merner Field since.  

 

The press box at Merner Field was recently dedicated to two long-time Hopewell High 

School sports volunteers, Fred Morene and Billy Mitchell. These Hopewell natives have 

dedicated their lives to the Hopewell community by being the voice of Hopewell High 

School sports for more than 40 years. Fred Morene was inducted into the Hopewell Hall 

of Fame for a distinguished service award from the Virginia High School Sports 

Association in 2007. Billy Mitchell was the Director of Recreation and Parks in Hopewell 

from 1971-1997.  

 

The stadium was built with funds made available from the Works Project Administration, 

an American New Deal agency. This agency employed millions of unemployed laborers to 

carry out public works projects, including the construction of public buildings and roads. 

The WPA’s initial appropriation in 1935 was $4.9 billion to provide jobs and income to 

those unemployed during the Great Depression. The goal of this agency was to develop 

infrastructure to support the current and future society. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn; Merner 

Field Press Box Renamed for Two Hometown Heroes published in the Hopewell News and 

written by Daniel Parker, and www.wikipedia.com.   

http://www.wikipedia.com/


Clue #35: I was 

built in 1887 by 

sailors who guarded 

the Ironclads. I was 

a spot for 

inspiration and now 

a place of narration. 

 

 

 

Answer: Saint Denis 

Chapel 

 

Saint Dennis Chapel 

was built to serve 

Union navy members 

who were based in City Point after the Civil War. Bishop John J Keane of the Diocese 

of Richmond consecrated the Chapel on Thanksgiving Day 1887. 

 

The Union Navy withdrew its presence in 1903, and Mr. Henry Sherman purchased 

the Chapel and turned it into a private residence. It was then purchased by Mrs. Ella 

Foster, whose family resided in the home until 1981. The Chapel was then conveyed 

to the Historic Hopewell Foundation in 1981 upon the death of Mrs. Foster’s 

grandson. 

 

In 1989 the Historic Hopewell Foundation received a grant from the General 

Assembly to restore the Chapel for use as an Early History Museum. The building 

was restored and opened to the public in 1995. The Chapel has hosted various 

exhibits between 1995 and present. The Pocahontas exhibit in the early 1990s told 

the story of Pocahontas’s descendants through artifacts from Kippax Plantation, 

where her granddaughter resided. In the late 1990s, an exhibit was planned to 

showcase the history of the Appomattox River, dating as far back as 5000 BC. 

Artifacts were found during an archaeological dig that was part of the initial stages of 

the Department of Transportation’s Route 10 bridge construction. The exhibit 

displayed photographs, illustrations and artifacts found at the bridge site. 

Richmond’s Department of Historic Resources helped with researching the artifacts. 

 

Currently, Saint Dennis Chapel is still owned and operated by the Historic Hopewell 

Foundation. The building is being renovated into a City Point Early History Museum. 

Tours are not being offered at this time. The Historic Hopewell Foundation can be 

reached via phone at (804) 458-4682. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.historichopewell.com and the Hopewell 

News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library.    

http://www.historichopewell.com/


Clue #36: In a roundabout 

way it’s one of three. But 

this one rings clear 

whether you Pass by, or 

Stow the location in your 

head. Either way Liberty 

is found firmly on a 

foundation from the past. 

 

 

 

Answer: The Bell located 

in Fire Station 2 Circle  

 

In 1954 the city voted to 

place a 2nd curfew bell in a 

recently annexed Woodlawn 

neighborhood. The bell was 

to hang on an old water 

tower, near the Woodlawn 

Fire Station, Fire Station 2. 

The bell is dated back to the 

DuPont days, and was 

produced by the Pass & 

Stow bell company. This is 

the same company who cast 

the Liberty Bell in 

Philadelphia. It was 

donated by Fire Chief J.J. Cuddihy. It weighs more than a ton.  

 

When the water tower came down, it was kept as a memorial. The bell is now located 

in the traffic circle located at Wilmington and Virginia Street. The bell sits on a pad 

where the water tower once stood.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian with the 

Appomattox Regional Library and Charles Dane, Hopewell Assistant City Manager. 

   



Clue #37: Sometimes my 

bones creak, as I am older 

than the days of the 

revolution. Some say I have 

ghosts. If so, they have a 

great view. If you want 

unique, visit my boutique. 

 

 

Answer: Weston Manor 

Weston Manor is the only 

surviving 18th
 century 

plantation house on the 

Appomattox River. The main 

house was built in 1789 

overlooking the Appomattox 

River by William and 

Christian Eppes Gilliam. The 

Gilliam family arrived in Virginia in the 17th
 century as indentured servants but by 

the late 18th
 century, the family had taken possession of several area plantations. 

Christian was the daughter of Richard and Christian Robertson Eppes of Appomattox 

Plantation, and her grandfather was a direct descendent of Pocahontas. 

 

During the Civil War, Weston Manor was shelled by a Northern gunboat, and was 

later used at the headquarters of Union General Philip Sheridan. Weston was 

purchased by the Dolin family of Ireland and New York City in 1869, and most of the 

surrounding land was sold off after the development of DuPont’s guncotton factory. 

 

Weston Manor is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is notable for 

preserving much of its original interior, including its distinctive moldings, 

wainscoting and chair rails. It has been described by one Virginia historian as a 

classic example of Virginia Georgian architecture and the very essence of the 

Tidewater Plantation mansion. All three floors and the kitchen are furnished with 

antiques and reproductions and are open to the public through guided tours. 

 

Weston Manor is open Monday-Saturday from 10:00am-4:30pm and Sunday from 

1:00-4:30pm. Guided tours of the manor and grounds are $8.00 for adults, $6.00 for 

active military, and for groups of 10 or more. Children 12 and under are free with an 

adult. The grounds are open to the public and free of charge, and the pier provides 

access to the Appomattox River. 

 

Also located on the grounds, is Weston’s “All Manor of Things” boutique and gift 

shop. Items found in this gift shop come from all over the world, including: designer 

ladies apparel, Looksun jewelry (Paris), silk scarves (India), baby items, gifts, home 

accessories, custom glass work and pewter, seasonal decorations and specialty food 

items. All Manor of Things is open the same hours as Weston Manor. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.historichopewell.org, www.nps.gov, 
www.petersburgarea.org, and www.hpgchamber.org. 

http://www.historichopewell.org/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.petersburgarea.org/
http://www.hpgchamber.org/


Clue #38: I was once 

considered to be a Big Boy, 

but many now call me a Pig.  
 

 

 

 

Answer: K&L Barbecue 

 

A ground-breaking ceremony 

was held for Cavalier Square 

Shopping Center on April 22, 

1966 that was attended by 

lieutenant governor, Fred 

Pollard. Cavalier Square was 

Hopewell’s premiere shopping center, and offered “acres of free parking.” The owners 

of the center were: Herman Nachman, Torsten Peterson, Yank Plotkin and C. 

Hardaway Marks.  

 

Cavalier Square Shopping Center opened in late 1966, with Safeway and Sears being 

the first two retailers in the new center. The Drug Fair, ABC Store, Four Seasons 

Cleaners, LA Marick Beauty Salon, Galeski Photo and a shoe retailer were also some 

of the first businesses to open in the new shopping center. 

 

Shoney’s Big Boy opened in this restaurant location in the late 1960s. This 

restaurant even featured a statue of their mascot, Shoney's Big Boy! In the late 

1970s, Shoney’s offered monthly specials, like a Chicken Fillet Dinner with Sweet’n 

Sour Sauce for just $2.99. Shoney’s left this location in the late 1980s and moved to 

their present location at the Crossings Shopping Center.  

 

K&L Barbecue, “where friends meet to eat,” has been a Hopewell landmark since the 

1990s. Serving up home-cooked meals Monday-Friday, parking spots are few and far 

between during peak lunch & dinner hours. Their menu features a variety of 

southern staples, including barbecue (of course!), fried chicken, fish & shrimp, 

hamburger steak, and a variety of vegetables and southern sides. K&L barbecue 

offers daily lunch & dinner specials, along with homemade desserts. Be sure to stop 

in on Thursdays for Chicken & Dumplings, and try the Apple Pie or the Strawberry 

Pig Pickin’ Cake! 

 

K&L Barbecue is open Monday-Friday, 11am-8pm. They can be reached via phone at 

(804) 458-4241. You can check for their daily specials on their Facebook page, by 

searching K&L Barbecue. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library System, and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 

 

 

 



Clue #39: It was a Fine 

day when we finally got 

it In Gear and 

recognized our 

community’s life blood. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: In Gear 

Matthew D. Fine 

 

Unveiled on April 26th
, 

1991, In Gear symbolizes 

the unity between the city 

and its industry. Virginia 

Beach sculptor Matthew 

Fine describes it as: “a 

muscular tribute to the city’s blue-collar history as well as to the rivers which gave 

birth to the industry here.” Matthew Fine stated that the one-ton gear symbolizes 

industry, while the marble slab incline on which the gear rests represents the James 

and Appomattox Rivers. The arch which supports the whole construction represents 

the bridge between the industry and the rivers. This $32,000 sculpture was primarily 

funded by the Hopewell Manufacturers Association. The white Georgia marble 

artwork represents the industrial community’s commitment to improving the natural 

environment and quality of life for Hopewell’s citizens.   

 

At the unveiling ceremony, then Mayor Riley Ingram, gave these sentiments regarding 

the sculpture: “This is a project I’m glad to see, Hopewell is proud of her industry and 

industry is a major part of our history.” This sculpture was timely as Mayor Ingram 

reflected, that the city “was in gear now preparing to build a new courts complex.” 

Tribute was paid to Mr. James Cuddihy, Mrs. Rosemary Butterworth, Mrs. Barbara 

Leadbetter and Mr. Robert Legat at the ceremony for their unwavering support of 

revitalizing the Downtown and supported the idea of an artistic symbol of the city’s 

history. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library System. 

   



Clue #40: Where our Tom 

Sawyer played with a Fat 

Cat and a Tiger. I have 

always been happy.  
 

 

 

 

Answer: WHAP Radio 

 

Radio became popular in the 

tri-cities area in the early 

1920s, but Hopewell didn’t 

see its first radio station 

until 1949. WHAP 1340AM 

or 96.9FM began broadcasting in January 1949, in a state-of-the-art broadcast 

building. The station was located at the corner of City Point Road and old River Road, 

across from Buren Gardens. It featured the latest design for a radio station and the 

most modern equipment. 

 

The radio programs ran from 6am-11pm, and a weekly schedule was found in the 

newspaper. Programs included: story time, murder mysteries, local and world news, 

sports shows, church services and devotionals, and music shows such as Carle on 

the Keys. The station also broadcast local high school sporting events, and the 

Chamber of Commerce functions. Hugh Carlyle was one of WHAP’s first station 

managers. 

 

Some of the early personalities on WHAP were DJ Tom Sawyer and “Fat Cat” Dickie 

Lewis who did all of the Hopewell High School sports broadcasts. WHAP, referred to 

as the “Happy radio” also frequently used a Tiger as a mascot. 

 

Currently, WHAP Radio is dedicated to the social and spiritual growth to our 

community as well as keeping you informed of what’s going on. Segments include: 

Speaking Truth to Power with Pastor Charles Bennett; Fox Sports Radio with Michael 

Knox and Glenn Thomas; Songs of Yesteryear with Floyd Henderson, Bill Bowman 

“The Bowman Body” and Wynn “The Baby Boomer” Hasty. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by WHAP’s Facebook page, and the Hopewell 

News archives sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library System. 

   



Clue #41: There was never a cloudy day on the sunshine corner. The corner still 

stands though on one less leg. In part it was and is lit by the source of light.  
 

 

 

 

Answer: “Sunshine Corner”: The Intersection of Main Street and West Poythress 

 

The Sunshine Corner is located at the intersection of Main Street and West Poythress 

Street. This corner was fondly referred to as the Sunshine Corner for a large part of 

the 1960s & 1970s. Gary’s Men and Boys clothing store, which was located on this 

corner, at 112 N Main Street, used the term in all of their advertisements. “Gary’s 

Men and Boys: on the sunshine corner across from the banks. If you don’t have time 

to drop in, smile as you pass by.” 

 

Gary’s Men and Boys opened in 1960, with a grand opening celebration where the 

first 500 people received free ballpoint pens and the children received candy and 

balloons! They also offered door prizes that included, a men’s watch, a double-bed 

blanket, 1 pair of dress shoes and one matched set of work clothes. They were open 

until 1975, when they had their 3-day removal sale. The advertisement for this sale 

remarked “the Sunshine Corner will sink slowly in the dust Saturday at 5:30pm.” 

Currently, the John Randolph Foundation is located in this building. 

 

The building located across Main Street, 200 N Main Street has been a bank building 

for most of its history. The State-Planters Bank moved to this location in 1929, and 

eventually became the United Virginia Bank in 1963. State-Planters Bank of 

Commerce and Trust was founded in 1865 by William H MacFarland as Planters 

National Bank. In 1926, Planters National Bank and the State and City Bank and 

Trust Company merged to form State-Planters Bank of Commerce and Trust. 

State-Planters joined five other Virginia banks to become United Virginia Bank. After 

United Virginia Bank moved out, Crestar Bank moved in, and then Suntrust located 

here. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library System and Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 

   



Clue #42: We are compass driven to 

the point of square. We are the 34th 
of our type but had to go thru Ireland 

to get here. Our building has seen 

thousands pass into battle as Yanks, 

Doughboys and GIs. 

 

 

Answer: Shiloh Lodge 

The original structure is said to have been 

built as early as 1730, however the 

architectural evidence indicates the 

remaining building to be constructed in 

the early 19th
 century, circa 1810-1840. This structure is an early federal, frame, two 

story central-hall plan. There have been additions and removals to the structure. 

 

This house was one of three taverns in City Point 

during the Civil War. In June of 1864, the United 

States Christian Commission established their 

offices in this building. The Commission built a 

chapel and storehouse in front of the tavern. This 

Commission fostered religion and morality to the 

Union army. Its duties included distribution of 

non-military supplies, the operation of special 

diet kitchens and visits to the sick and wounded. 

They had stations at Bermuda Hundred, Point of 

Rocks, the Depot Field hospital and Bailey’s 

Creek. This structure is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places, and was once known 

as the City Point House.  

 

This Lodge was most recently, home to 

Hopewell’s Prince Hall Freemasonry, and is called 

Shiloh Lodge No. 34 A.F. and A.M. The compass 

and square are symbols of the masons. The 

Prince Hall Freemasonry was created in 1775 after a group of free African Americans, 

including Prince Hall, were denied entry into an all-white lodge. Shiloh Lodge was 

charted and organized in December of 1877 from the Ireland lodge, since the US lodge 

would not accept them. Some of the artifacts within the lodge are over 280 years old. 

Shiloh Lodge celebrated their 100 year celebration at Friendship Baptist Church in 

February of 1977. There were 100 people from Hopewell and other Masonic Halls around 

the state to help celebrate. 

 

Recently, this building has been bought by the City of Hopewell. The City is researching 

the house and the surrounding property, with hopes to turn it into some form of 

museum to commemorate Hopewell’s history. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library System and from the National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory – Nomination Form. 

 



Clue #43: I Am Curious, or so said my 

X. So I just rested for 23 years before 

I could see people again. Now I am 

Rocking life again in the Country. 

 

Answer: The Beacon Theatre 

The Beacon Theatre was built in 1928 by 

the Knights of Pythias, and designed by 

Fred Bishop, the same architect who built 

the Byrd Theatre in Richmond. The 

Theatre began as a silent movie and 

Vaudeville show place. Stars such as 

Sally Rand (a famous Burlesque dancer), 

and Lash LaRue (a Cowboy performer who 

taught Harrison Ford how to crack a 

whip) performed during the 1930s & 

1940s. The Beacon then transitioned to a movie house in the 1950s through the 1970s.  

 

In 1981 the theatre was abandoned and 

sat vacant until 1999. A group of citizens 

petitioned the city to complete Phase I of 

the Beacon restoration to stabilize the 

decline of the building and open the event 

space on the top floors. In 2011 the 

project was returned to the City of 

Hopewell, and City Council took action to 

finish the project in time for the 

centennial celebration of Hopewell in 

2016. By 2012 a restoration design for the 

theatre was complete and renovation 

began. The building was eligible for 

historic tax credits, which brought the 

overall investment to $4.2 million. 

 

Work was completed in early 2014, and the Beacon held their first concert on January 

13, 2014. The show was anxiously awaited by residents, and the sold-out show featured 

Leon Russell. The Beacon Theatre serves as a performance venue, conference center and 

special occasion facility. The building offers two upstairs ballrooms to be used for special 

events. The Beacon steadily features live music showcasing the intimacy of the ballroom. 

The revitalization of the Beacon Theatre was a stepping stone for the revitalization 

occurring within the Downtown today. Many industry experts cite the revitalization of 

public and historic gathering places as an active part of downtown revitalization.  

 

The Beacon Theatre Box Office is open Monday-Friday from 10am-5pm. They can be 

reached via phone at (804) 446-3457 or via email at info@thebeacontheatreva.com. More 

information regarding upcoming shows and venue rentals can be found on their website: 

www.thebeacontheatreva.com.  
 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by www.thebeacontheatreva.com. 
   

mailto:info@thebeacontheatreva.com
http://www.thebeacontheatreva.com/
http://www.thebeacontheatreva.com/


Clue #44: This Patriarch’s 

representation oversees 

his blood, mixed with 

water, expanding the 

shelter just feet from 

where his feet landed. 

 

 

 

Answer: Peter Francisco 

Bust 

 

In June of 1765, a child 

dressed in fine clothing and 

silver shoe buckles was 

abandoned on the docks of 

City Point by a foreign ship. 

The child spoke no English 

and called himself Pedro 

Francisco. He was placed in a homeless shelter, until he was found by Judge 

Anthony Winston of Buckingham County. Peter Francisco (which his name later 

became), joined the Tenth Virginia Regiment of the Continental Army in 1776 and 

fought all over the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states. He even witnessed the British 

surrender at Yorktown on October 19, 1781. After the Revolutionary War, Francisco 

moved back to Virginia and later settled in Richmond.  

 

An eyewitness account of the abandonment of Peter Francisco states: a foreign ship 

sailed up the James River, dropped anchor opposite the dock, and lowered a longboat 

to the water with two sailors in it. Then a boy of about five years was handed down 

and rowed to the wharf, where he was deposited and abandoned. The boat returned 

quickly to its ship. The ship weighed anchor at once, sailed back down the James River 

and was never heard from again. 

 

Known as the “Virginia Giant” and the “Giant of the Revolutionary,” Francisco grew to 

six feet, six inches and weighed approximately 260 pounds. He was noted to have 

herculean strength and had many successes in battle. Legend states that 

Washington has a special sword, measuring at five feet in length, forged for 

Francisco. Researchers have made assumptions of Francisco’s heritage, with one 

theory stating that he was born in the Azores and kidnapped as retribution for his 

father’s political beliefs. In 1973, the Association for the Preservation of Virginia 

Antiquities placed this granite-based monument topped with the bronze bust of Peter 

Francisco to memorialize his wartime contributions. 

 

The Francisco Landing Apartments will soon be built on the old Patrick Copeland site 

by two direct descendents of Peter Francisco. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was provided by Old City Point and Hopewell: The First 370 

Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue Rayburn. 



Clue #45: Recently a 

Loving place, as the story’s 

told; a real Hard Time had 

by most, in the times of 

old; My tenants often 

sought that not theirs, 

sometimes even gold. 

 

 

 

Answer: Old City Jail 

 

The first City Jail sat at the 

head of East Poythress 

Street, near the intersection 

of East Poythress and Kippax Street. This building provided inadequate security, 

evidenced by multiple prisoners escaping from the facility. City Council voted to build 

a new jail in November of 1927 in order to provide more security. In 1928, the jail 

that you see here was complete. It was designed by Richmond architect Matthew 

Shaffer. It was recommended to move to this location in order to open up East 

Poythress Street, which at the time lead to the Eppes estate. This was a two story 

fire-proof jail that was built to house twenty-five inmates. 

 

In the 1950s, after three prisoners escaped, the State Compensation Board required 

that the city Sergeant’s office be moved to the jail to increase security. The jail 

stopped housing inmates in the 1970s because of its size and outdated equipment. 

Through the 1970s & 1980s, the jail was only used as a temporary detainment cell 

for prisoners before they were transferred to other Virginia jails. The jail returned to 

housing inmates in 1989, under the direction of Sheriff Paul Nicholson after 

renovations. These renovations increased the holding capacity to 40 inmates. Even 

though the holding capacity was 40, the jail housed up to 108 inmates at one time. It 

was a normal occurrence to have 80 to 90 inmates in the jail at one time. The city jail 

housed inmates of all offenses, even housing a couple of those who were serving life 

sentences. 

 

In 1996, the Riverside Regional Jail opened, and as a result, the Hopewell City Jail 

stopped taking prisoners. Riverside Regional Jail is a $63 million 2,200 prisoner jail, 

serving Hopewell, Colonial Heights, Petersburg, Chesterfield, Prince George, Surry 

and Charles City. This facility was 45,000 square feet and sat on 154 acres when it 

first opened. The Sheriff’s office used the old city jail as offices for a few months, until 

they moved over to the Courthouse building.  

 

The movie Loving was filmed in this building. The jail has recently been purchased by 

a private developer for redevelopment. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by 

the Appomattox Regional Library.    



Clue #46: It was the only place in town 

to watch Hollywood stars and Allstars 

eating lunch in the same building. It 

was in the center of the commercial 

district for this community. 

 

 

 

 

Answer: Arlington Theatre and All Star 

Lunch 

 

The Arlington Theatre, located at 1114 

Arlington Road, opened in 1949, serving 

Hopewell’s African-American population. 

Not only did the theatre serve as a place of entertainment, PTA groups and other 

community organizations met there. In a 1949 issue of the Hopewell News, the 

Arlington Theatre advertised for a showing of “‘Mom and Dad’: the first movie to deal 

frankly and directly with moral hygiene and juvenile delinquency!” 

 

The All Star lunch was attached to the theatre. The Theatre closed in 1954, but the 

All Star lunch remained open until 1961. The Theatre and the All Star Lunch were 

located in an area of the city called Arlington Heights during the times both were 

operational. From the early to the mid-1900s, African-American residents of the city 

lived primarily in either Arlington Heights, Davisville, South B Village, or an area 

called Dreamland. Arlington Heights served as commercial business district for the 

African-American population before integration and the Civil Rights Movement. More 

information on African-American culture in Hopewell can be found in  Making the 

American Dream Work, A Cultural History of African Americans in Hopewell, Virginia 

written by Lauranett L. Lee. 

 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library and Making the American Dream Work, A Cultural History of 

African Americans in Hopewell, Virginia written by Lauranett L. Lee.   



Clue #47: My church is blocks 

away. This land came from a 

Branch with a larger holding, but 

now it holds sacred remains of 

generations past. Freedom 

sometimes gained before freedom 

was actually given. 

 

 

 

Answer: First Baptist Church City 

Point Cemetery 

 

The First Baptist Church of City 

Point is believed to be older than the 

Church’s founding date of 1867, but earlier records have been lost. The church was 

founded by the First Baptist Church on Harrison Street in Petersburg, and the 

founding members were former slaves and free born citizens of City Point. The 

church moved many times, because “people nearby complained about their rejoicing 

in the Lord as they sung, shouted and prayed into the night.” 

 

 The land for this cemetery was purchased for $50 from John Branch in 1905, and 

the deed indicates that the site was already in use as a colored cemetery. At the time 

of purchase, there were already several unmarked and sunken graves within the 

cemetery. The cemetery fell into a state of disrepair, until Reverend Rudolph Dunbar 

led the charge to repair the cemetery. The First Baptist Church of City Point has 

since maintained the cemetery. 

 

There are a couple of notable people buried in the cemetery, including Lucy Carter 

Eppes, Sam Jackson and Helen Moore. Lucy Carter Eppes was most likely a relative 

of the Carters from Shirley plantation and was given to the Eppes. Sam Jackson was 

born in 1851 and died in 1952. He was Richard Eppe’s most trusted companion. 

Richard Eppes resided at Appomattox Manor, and was a surgeon during the Civil 

War. Mrs. Helen Moore was associated with Jordan Point Country Club. Many other 

City Point families are buried in this cemetery. 

 

The headstones that lie in this cemetery vary greatly, from headstones with hand 

painted names to stones that are engraved. Some of the older headstones have 

sunken into the ground, leaving only the top of the stone showing. Much more 

research needs to be conducted to figure out the age of the cemetery as well as who 

rests in the unmarked graves. This cemetery provides genealogical information as 

well as insights into African American burial practices. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, Our Storied Past: Historic Cemeteries of Hopewell, VA 

sponsored by the City of Hopewell, and History of First Baptist Church of City Point sponsored 

by the First Baptist Church of City Point.   



Clue #48: May you have 

all the happiness and 

luck that life may hold. 

And at the end of all 

your rainbows, may you 

find a pot of gold. This 

may be the best place 

in town to find this. 

 

 

 

Answer: Paddy’s Irish 

Pub 

 

Paddy’s Irish Pub is one 

of Downtown Hopewell’s 

newest restaurant and 

bars. Featuring a full 

bar, beer on tap and a 

full menu of Irish and American food, Paddy’s is sure to have something for everyone! 

Owners Stephanie and Patrick Marzigliano are Hopewell residents and have been 

immersed in the local food scene for years. They have always dreamed of opening an 

Irish Pub, slowly collecting materials over the years. They even went to Ireland last 

year and visited the Guinness Storehouse and the Jameson Distillery. The pictures 

adorning the walls of the pub are from their personal vacation. The Marziglianos 

noticed the revitalization happening with the Downtown and thought that this was 

the perfect time to act on their 10 year dream. 

 

The Pub features Irish faire including: Irish Nachos, Shepherd's Pie, Fish & Chips, 

Bangers & Mash, Irish Chicken Curry and Paddy’s Guinness & Beef Stew. They also 

offer American cuisine, including: Wings, Quesadillas, Salads, Sandwiches and 

Burgers. Live music is featured every weekend at Paddy’s, and a schedule of events 

can be found on their Facebook page. Paddy’s is open every day from 11am-2am. 

Follow Paddy’s Irish Pub on Facebook for more information! 

 

This building has been a staple in Hopewell’s history since the early 1900s, notably 

housing Abram’s Instruments and Loan Office (1940s-1980s) then later housing 

Victoria’s Attic (1990s-2000s). This building was recently purchased by Degratia 

Development LLC and revitalized into a four store-front building. Haley Honey’s 

Meadery occupies 235 & 237 East Broadway Avenue, Paddy’s Irish Pub occupies 239 

East Broadway Avenue and Legacy Roasting Company occupies the back space of the 

building, at 325 Library Street. 

 

*Information from this excerpt was contributed by Paddy’s Irish Pub’s Facebook page, the 

City of Hopewell, the Hopewell Downtown Partnership and the Hopewell News Archives 

sponsored by the Appomattox Regional Library. 

 

   



Clue #49: Desegregated long 

before our schools or our 

businesses, this building is the 

oldest for this use in Hopewell. We 

even have former slaves buried on 

site. I’ve been around since 1840. 

 

Answer: Saint John’s Episcopal 

Church 

The land for St. John’s Episcopal 

Church was donated by the Eppes 

Family of Appomattox Manor. A $1,200 

plain, Greek revival style church was 

completed in 1841. Reverend 

MacFarland was the first preacher of the 

church, and had an average attendance of 90 congregation members.  On April 7, 1842, the 

rector donated a $600 organ to the church. In today’s money, that organ was valued at 

$18,700! On June 30, 1842, the building was consecrated to become the first church in City 

Point. The church became named St. John’s in January of 1843, and 134 baptisms were held 

in the church before 1860.  

 

During the Civil War, City Point came under attack from Union gunboats. As they shelled 

City Point, slaves from Appomattox Manor took shelter in the cellar of Saint John’s. After 

General Grant took over Appomattox Manor, the church was used as a signal station, a 

theatre, and a dance hall. The building was left in tragic disrepair after the war. Repairs 

began immediately on the Church, with Northern aid and carpenters from Major Smith of the 

US Army. Services began again on June 30th
, 1867. 

 

Reverend Frederick Goodwin Ribble was a beloved rector of Saint John’s for 39 years. 

According to a 1926 newspaper clipping, Reverend Ribble was surprised one Christmas by 

his congregation with a new car as a Christmas gift. Ribble Hall, Saint John’s first 

educational-social center was named after Reverend Ribble. 

 

In April of 2015, the church memorialized Paulina Ruffin Epps by giving her a proper 

gravestone and ceremony. Mrs. Epps was born into slavery at Appomattox Manor and fled to 

freedom with her family during the civil war. She then returned to Appomattox Manor after 

the war and obtained paid employment. Mrs. Epps was the daughter of James Madison 

Ruffin, a trusted servant and later employee of Mr. Richard Eppes, the owner of Appomattox 

Manor. Mr. James Ruffin was a sexton at St. John’s, which at the time had been part of the 

Eppes estate. Mr. Ruffin insisted that Mr. James Ruffin be buried in the church cemetery, 

which was unusual for a man of color in that time period.  Mrs. Epps and her husband were 

faithful members of St. John’s church, where her husband was also a sexton. When Mrs. 

Epps died in 1946, she was buried next to her father in the cemetery. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the 

Appomattox Regional Library System, www.stjohnshopewell.org, Hopewell Church Memorializes Former 

Slave written by Bill Lohmann and published in The Richmond Times Dispatch, and Old City Point and 

Hopewell: The First 370 Years written by Mary Mitchell Calos, Charlotte Easterling and Ella Sue 

Rayburn. 

 

http://www.stjohnshopewell.org/


Clue #50: It is where old and young 

from the community can lap it up for a 

fitting and uplifting time. This clue can 

only be solved by being at this specific 

location between 5:30pm & 6:00pm on 

Saturday, August 17th
, 2019. 

 

Answer: The Community Center 

The Recreation and Parks Department’s 

first home was the now demolished USO 

building located on the corner of Main 

Street and Randolph Road, starting in 

1947. In 1981, Recreation and Parks moved 

to their current location.  

 

In 1977, Mayor Thomas Blount appointed a Neighborhood Recreation Facility Committee 

to find a new home for the Hopewell Community Center. Eleven different sites were 

considered before the current location at 100 W City Point Road was chosen. This 

location was chosen because it was the most central location to Hopewell’s densest 

neighborhoods, offered prime visibility and displaced the fewest private property owners. 

Building the new community center was a $2.4 million project that was funded in 

Community Development Block Grant funds and bonds issued by the Hopewell 

Redevelopment and Housing Authority.  

 

The grand opening ceremony for the new facility was April 25, 1981. The main 

attractions for the facility still remain today, and include: an indoor, heated swimming 

pool; gymnasium; meeting space; racquetball courts and classrooms. The original plans 

called for a pottery studio and woodshop which have been converted for other uses based 

on community need. Membership fees have only increased slightly within the building’s 

38 years. A few decorative updates have occurred, including a more modern cushioned 

vinyl surface for the gym floor. More fitness rooms have also been added, to include more 

cardio and weight lifting equipment. A skate park was added to the property in 1999 and 

a seasonal synthetic ice skating rink was introduced in 2017. 

 

The Community Center is still home to a variety of programs for all ages and abilities. 

Their Activity Guides are released seasonally and outline most of the programs offered. 

You can find these guides at the Community Center and City Hall, as well as on their 

website: https://www.hopewellrecandparks.com/. The Community Center is open 

Monday-Friday from 6:00am-8:00pm and Saturday from 9:00am-3:00pm. The 

Community Center is located at 100 W City Point Road and can be reached via phone at 

(804) 541-2353. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was provided by Mr. Aaron Reidmiller, Director of Hopewell 

Recreation and Parks, and from the Hopewell News archives sponsored by the Appomattox 

Regional Library System. 

   

https://www.hopewellrecandparks.com/


Clue #51: With Lofty ambitions, I have been repurposed. Still used much the 

same way but my visitors stay longer.

 

 

 

Answer: Butterworth Lofts 

 

The former Butterworth’s Furniture store was built in 1929. The store sat on the lots 

that were once occupied by the old Stewart Building that was destroyed by the 1915 

fire. The Butterworth Furniture store occupied the building until the late 1980s. In 

2003, plans were drafted to modify the building for a mixed use development, calling 

for retail on the bottom and apartments for the upper floors. This resulted in the 

Butterworth Lofts, which were one of the first building rehabilitations that occured in 

Downtown Hopewell.  

 

This location was also home to the Larkin Hotel that once attracted many of the 

finest travelers. The current Butterworth Lofts plays off of it’s heritage, and balances 

the complex’s 100-year-old foundation with innovative design and attention to detail 

to introduce contemporary amenities. With each apartment home featuring a unique 

floor plan, residents have an opportunity to step back in time while still enjoying 

modern-day comforts.  

 

Currently, Butterworth’s Furniture is located in Petersburg, VA and offers a huge 

selection of furniture for any room. They are open Monday-Friday from 10am-8pm 

and on Saturdays from 10am-6pm. More information about the business can be 

found through their Facebook page: Butterworth’s Furniture.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, the Butterworth’s Furniture Facebook page and 

www.butterworthlofts.net.  
   

http://www.butterworthlofts.net/


Clue #52: It’s as easy as ABC. From Atlantic to Pacific the traffic was terrific. 

But the Main Trip was worth it for the Eight O’Clock coffee. 

 

 

 

Answer: Old A&P Location 

 

The first A&P location in 

Hopewell opened at 220 N 

Main Street in 1940. Before 

1940, the first city library 

was housed here. In 1949 

the store was remodeled. In 

1951 the store was again 

remodeled to offer 

self-service meat and a 

place for refrigerated 

produce. This A&P location 

closed in 1978. Other 

businesses that occupied 

the building included: a 

real estate office, and a 

discount store. The 

building burned on June 

7th
, 2000 and the site now 

sits empty. 

 

The Great Atlantic & Pacific 

Tea Company was an 

American grocery store chain that was in business for 156 years before ceasing all 

operations in 2015. A&P was the largest US retailer of any kind until 1965, and was 

the largest grocery retailer in the US between 1915 & 1975. A&P was founded in 

1859 by George Gilman and opened a small chain of tea and coffee stores in New 

York City as well as a national mail order business. A&P eventually became the 

United States’ first grocery chain. The A&P chain grew exponentially until 1950, 

opening over 20,000 stores across the US. In the 1950s, A&P failed to keep pace with 

competitors, and by the 1970s A&P became an outdated chain. In 1975, 

management tried to modernize with no luck. In 1981 there were less than 1,000 

A&P grocery stores left and all manufacturing had ceased except for coffee 

production. A&P grocery stores went through several changes and bankruptcies since 

1980 before finally closing all stores in 2015. 

 

Eight O’Clock coffee is the only A&P product still being sold today. This coffee was 

created in 1859, and A&P sold the brand in 2003. A&P still sold Eight O’Clock coffee 

in stores until they closed. Eight O’Clock is now sold in grocery stores throughout the 

country. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by: Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library, and www.wikipedia.com.   



Clue #53: I may not be the 

center of Hopewell, but at 

least you know where you 

are in relation to other 

places.  

 

 

 

Answer: English 

Directional Sign in the 

Plaza 

 

Hopewell’s sister city is 

Ashford, Kent in England. 

The Twinning of Ashford, 

Kent, England and 

Hopewell, Virginia, USA in 

1999 marked more than 350 

years of history between the 

two cities. Francis Eppes, who was baptized in Ashford Parish Church on May 14, 

1597 was the same Francis Eppes who sailed to Virginia in 1624 aboard the 

“Hopewell”. In 1635, Captain Eppes received a land grant in Cittie Pointe, now part of 

Hopewell.  

 

On September 25, 2001 the Hopewell City Council decreed that the civic plaza 

located in front of Hopewell City Hall “would hereafter be known as the Ashford Civic 

Plaza”. On April 11, 2013, the Members of the Hopewell Twinning Association and the 

Friends of Hopewell, Ashford, England dedicated the “English Directional Sign” to 

commemorate the Twentieth Anniversary of the Twinning between Hopewell and 

Ashford. This sign shows how far significant landmarks are from Hopewell, including 

Ashford, Kent, England. The Hopewell Twinning Association is a City-Council 

appointed board. To find board vacancies, please visit: www.hopewellva.gov.  

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by: Murals, Monuments and Statues of 

Hopewell, Virginia written by the City of Hopewell. 

   



Clue #54: A model of professionalism, though not a “T”. Been around for 81% of 

Hopewell’s existence. We have been about cars and other things as well.  

 

 

 

Answer: Ford 

Agency 

 

This building 

is locally 

referred to as 

the Elder 

Building, and 

it was built in 1928. This building once housed the Post Office until the building was 

built next door in 1936. The Ford Agency moved into the building in 1947. Currently, 

the building also houses many law and business offices on the second and third 

floors. 

 

Suntrust bank is also housed in this building. This building has housed a bank for 

nearly its entire lifespan. The State-Planters Bank moved to this location in 1929, 

and eventually became the United Virginia Bank in 1963. State-Planters Bank of 

Commerce and Trust was founded in 1865 by William H MacFarland as Planters 

National Bank. In 1926, Planters National Bank and the State and City Bank and 

Trust Company merged to form State-Planters Bank of Commerce and Trust. 

State-Planters joined five other Virginia banks to become United Virginia Bank. After 

United Virginia Bank moved out, Crestar Bank moved in, and then Suntrust located 

here. 

 

The Ford Agency first opened its doors in 1935, making it Hopewell’s oldest agency. 

Since opening, the Ford Agency has provided the service that clients expect when it 

comes to selling, buying and renting Residential and Commercial real estate. Even 

with the agency’s busy schedule, we still make time to be actively involved in the 

community. Ford Agency sponsors local clubs and organizations such as Hopewell 

Little League, Optimist Club, Rotary Club, Ruritan Club and the Kiwanis Club. 

 

*Information for this excerpt was contributed by Jean Langford, Local Historian at the 

Appomattox Regional Library and www.fordagencyrealestate.com.  
 

http://www.fordagencyrealestate.com/

